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IT OCCURRED TO ME © 
niet By Muriel Hilton 


FTE who travels furthest does not necessarily see the’ most, 


and it often happens that those confined ‘to a relatively 
small space can get more out of it than those who traverse 
vast continents. It is a good thing for: children to cultivate 
the visual sense ; to see beauty in the small, humble, common 
things of the everyday. They should begin early to train the 


- in observation of details. A well known architect says 
t parents have a good deal to do with training the young eye. 
In his case his mother did much to foster his delight in little 
things, and he sdys that a few walks in her company opened 
his eyes—quite literally. He says, “ The things she saw! The 
queer little things she would stop and exclaim over, so ordinary, 
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_ .Im a récent number of the Reader’s Digest a man was 
writing about a way to keep friendship green. He suggested 
that in the rush and turmoil of modern life a brief message on 
a plain post card could keep the links firm. This, of course, is 
better than nothing, but I prefer the way of an elderly friend 
of mine who collects choice picture post cards. These do not 
take the place of letter writing, for she is a prolific letter writer, 
but on certain occasions these beautiful cards are sent out. 
Someone in hospital received one every day she was there and 
she said that they made a little picture gallery round her bed. 
A lovely way of “ striking ma in the darkness.” 

After reading Magda Kelber’s book “The Introspective 
Listener” I too started to keep a music diary. I listed what 
she calls “ thrillers,” those experiences of listening that cause 
that strange and inexplicable shudder familiar to music lovers. 


Head’s song “A Blackbird Singing,” and amongst works heard 
in the recent de concerts there is this item—“ 


gorgeous 
imperceptibly, this architect says, the little things seduced him 
and he began to be happy in their ; 

_ To be happy in the company of little things is surely an 
insurance against the corroding menace of boredom, and it 
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for-granted and unremarkable had 

to me. fat My list started with a friend’s rendering of Michael 
- wind-blown thorn, golden lichen on the worn steps of an old 
id stile, the red and russet mosses of some quaking bog with the 
; many-coloured cranberries, scattered upon them as though our / singing in chi e t the 
ia spilt from an overflowing basket.” thrill of that occasion and mentioned it afterwards. It was 
Sy : : not only the fine voices that gave us such deep pleasure, but the 
first little significance of the occasion, for surely singing well-loved 
¥ compared _wi lt jj .-—«ihymns with those of our own faith is a most inspiriting and 
memorable experience.” 
| MANCHESTER COLLEGE, OXFORD AND 
+} of the young cye to see beauty in unexpected places, but the 
waster Gnd school teacher con play importa MANCHESTER 
if part in a policy that can a life-time. dune by Dr. Hert McLachi 
* 
FOLLOWING the Principal's Announcements, in which he 
iz. - I very much enjoyed Robert Nicholson's novel, “The made reference to the use made by the College of the 
iz Gradual Day.” It is some time since I read it and recalling it Rutherston Loan Collection of pictures, the Opening Address 
iF I remember the pleasure of his unusually beautiful writing. at the Opening Proceedings of the Unitarian College, Man- 
He From the very first page there was the sense that the writer chester, on October 1, was given by Dr. Herbert McLachlan. 

‘2 knew how to use words and the memory of his magic still formerly Tutor and Warden (1911-21) and Principal (1921-44) 
4 lingers. The triangle theme is most convincingly worked out of the College. The subject of the address had aroused no 

‘ and the characters are vivid and real. It is a book which makes little interest; it was “Those Eventful Years: 1853-4: 
: one look forward to future writing from this author. 1889-90 ; And All That; An Unfinished Symphony of Con- 

* trasted but closely Related Movements.” 

; In 1853 Manchester College left Manchester for London 
+ and in the following year the Unitarian Home Missionary 
ee Board came into being in the city thus deserted. In 1889 Man- 
ie chester College left London for Oxford; at the end of the 
oF. same year the Board became a College and a year later en- 
15 joyed the services of a full-time Principal. 

1% a long and vi address, salted with wit and inter- 
ia two institutions named and considered something of 
=. policies and princi which have animated them. Pro- 

a Sometimes we hear a courageous person say, “ Now if 
. everyone refused to do it,” referring to some 
‘s % you will never get everybody to think like ” and 4p 
i. because there are comparatively few who will strike that 
In our relationships with each other how easily the burden 
‘i BEES or bereavement, or of loncliness, could be lifted by a Manchester New College had attempted to do. 
=. . iS SO very casy to become -— oe Dr. Mclachlan touched upon the early years of Owens 
or even with onc’s happiness. one =—=—s and dealt with the development of the Home Missionary 
i* the sorrows of others. 33 Board, pointing out that from its earliest days there were men 
“ of the functions of our churches and -Women's among its students capable of high scholastic attainment. He 
the constant renewal of human sympatiues the picture of its life when housed im the 
that if we cach individually strike matches @ the rial Halil n 
s. then much of the depression and heaviness can be ma the expansion of Unstarianism im the latter half of the 19th 
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Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Inquirer,” ij 
14 Gorden Square, London, W.C.1. They should not in 1 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. ; 
- traditional experience Christ is not valid 3 
THE OCTOBE | 
Seat ; er vicw it is a myth,”) should not, I think, be taken as 

by those who already have faith in the “ mystical Christ of the Church” has a very real 

Mystery is of more significance than % only in history but im past and present human 

necessity, but their symbolic meaning For myself, I know that my experience of the Christ 

than literally true. They are not test y valid; it is no self-deluding myth which “ distorts 

clouds vision.” 
the Spirit.” Ihe human historical Jesus was indeed, m the words of Kari 
he Spirit,” t a Jewish Rabbi and he was, 2s such, mentally bound by the 
for themse: were “ the only possible form in whi 
comsciousmess, and yet an imadcgquatc 
of 
| m= be cried, “ My God, why hast thou 
— wpon the cross a bewildered and 
spt — that so bright and 
Life of God the Father — ived on. 
the actual sperit of Jesus became a 
2 spent which, though tmecics 
“ creation of human nced to capress 
of & truth; not, 
or the only mansfestaton of the drvine 
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